SCHOOLS FORUM


14th November 2017
School Funding 2018-19
	Lead Officer
	Richard Morgan

	Contact details
	01225 395220 e-mail Richard_morgan@bathnes.gov.uk


	Forum asked to decide / steer / be informed
	Decide and to recommend

	Time Needed
	15 Minutes


Introduction

Following the consultation that was completed on 13th November 2017 the forum is asked to comment on the responses and to decide on certain issues and planned actions for 2018-19
T
Report

The consultation document was issued to schools on the xx October 2017 and displayed the consultation issues on 4 main topics.

The Formula for 2018-19

The use of school funds for High Needs

The Mechanism for the High Needs Targeted Support

The continuation of the De delegation of funds from Maintained Schools

Set out below for each of these topics is the decision making powers and the required actions of the forum.
The Formula for 2018-19

The consultation document set out the options of maintaining the council’s current local formula or adopting the new National Funding Formula. The decision of which option to adopt will be made by the cabinet member for Children and Young People. This meeting of the forum gives the forum members a chance to recommend a course of action on behalf of the schools of B&NES.

The consultation responses will be collated and presented to the meeting 

Forum is asked to recommend a course of action to the Cabinet Member for Children and Young People

Utilising Schools Block funding for High Needs

As part of the school funding regulations the DFE have allowed schools forum the decision making powers to approve or reject a request to transfer up to 0.5% of the schools budget to the High Needs Block to support the payments to establishments for pupils with EHC plans.
The consultation responses will be collated and presented to the meeting 

The Forum is asked decide on whether or not to allow a transfer to the High Need Budget

If the Forum does not allow a transfer the LA will request that the Sec of State for Education direct the transfer under the Financing of Schools Regulations.

High Needs Targeted Support

Within the consultation the LA set out 2 options to aid the mitigation of this overspending budget. The proposals set out to either carry out a one off annual exercise or to continue with a termly exercise but with reduced allocation should the numbers of EHC plans increase.

The consultation responses will be collated and presented to the meeting

The Forum is asked to decide on which approach to take

Either option 1- one off annual exercise

Or      option 2 – 3 termly counts with a limited budget for each term.

De Delegation (Maintained Schools Only)

The table below is taken from the consultation document and explains how the de delegated items could operate if de delegation were to be removed.

The consultation responses will be collated and presented to the meeting 

Forum (maintained schools Only) is asked to decide whether to de delegate each item or to allow the funds to be provided to each school and the alternative arrangements for schools to be put in place.
	Description of De-delegated fund
	Detail about what currently happens now in FY2017-18
	What is the likely process required if de-delegation ceases from 1.4.18

	HCSS Budget Planning Software
	Resources held to support the cost of the licence for budget management software
	LA will continue to purchase the HCSS software licence for all schools at a discounted value and recharge schools via the monthly cash advance

	Pupil Retention Grant 
	Resources held to support Behaviour Management are currently allocated to area panels by the LA to support pupils with behaviour difficulties
	The individual Behaviour Panel fund holders will calculate the contribution required and invoice schools. The LA will charge the Behaviour Panel fund holders for the Administrative Support provided to each panel by the LA

	Behaviour Support Services 
	Resources held to support Behaviour Management are currently allocated to area panels by the LA to support pupils with behaviour difficulties
	The individual Behaviour Panel fund holders will calculate the contribution required and invoice schools. The LA will charge the Behaviour Panel fund holders for the Administrative Support provided to the panel by the LA

	Broadband charges
	Resources held to support the cost of Broadband circuits to schools
	South West Grid will invoice schools directly for this service

	FSM Eligibility Checking Service 
	Resources held to support the cost of the B&NES Free School Meals Eligibility Checking Service
	The LA will charge schools via the monthly cash advance for the service provided, if desired

	Maternity Cover 
	Resources held  to cover the cost of maternity and paternity leave
	Schools will be able to arrange insurance cover and it is suggested that schools take this cover immediately in order that a claim can be made for maternity from 1st April 2018

	Jury Magistrates &  Councillors 
	Resources held  to cover the cost of Jury, Magistrates and Councillor time
	Schools can investigate if insurance cover is available to cover the cost for this activity otherwise the school budget will bear the cost

	Union Duties Lump per school 
	Resources held to support the cost of facility time for Union representatives
	The LA will charge schools via the monthly cash advance for this service provided, if desired

	Suspended Staff 
	Resources held to cover the cost of individual agreed cases
	Schools can investigate if insurance cover is available to cover the cost for this activity otherwise the school budget will bear the cost
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